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PRESS RELEASE
Dr. Cynthia Maung Receives 2007 Asia Democracy and Human Rights Award
In 2006, the Taiwan Foundation for Democracy (TFD) created the “Asia Democracy and Human Rights Award” (ADHRA or the Award). The purpose of the Award is to support democratic development and promote human rights throughout the Asia-Pacific region. Each year, the Taiwan Foundation for Democracy will confer the ADHRA on one institution or individual, regardless of race, religion, nationality, class, gender or sexual orientation, that upholds the spirit of democracy and human rights, and demonstrates outstanding leadership in the advancement of democracy and human rights through peaceful means in the Asian region. The Award consists of the Award sculpture and a grant of US$100,000 that is given in order to support the work of the laureate. Payment of the grant shall be made in compliance with Taiwan’s related tax regulations. The inaugural ADHRA was conferred upon the Paris-based Reporters sans frontières (RSF or Reporters Without Borders).
Dr. Cynthia Maung was eventually selected by the Final Review Board for her tenacious and long-term commitment to the thousands of Burmese refugees and migrant workers who seek refuge from oppression and violence by the Burmese military junta that governs the country; and for her dedication to training and educating those refugees in order to build a community based on respect for life and human rights. By establishing the Mae Tao Clinic in Mae Sot, Thailand, close to the Thai-Burmese border, Dr. Cynthia has succeeded in providing not only medical care for her patients, but also job training, social services, health education, child protection services, and community-building activities. Given Burma’s poor human rights record, particularly since the September crackdown on demonstrators by the military junta, the Burmese refugee community needs Dr. Cynthia’s brand of hope and respect for basic human rights now more than ever. 
Dr. Cynthia, a member of the ethnic Karen minority and a refugee herself, was born on 6 December 1959 in Rangoon, Burma and grew up in Moulmein. She studied medicine at the University of Rangoon. In 1988, while she was working at the North Okkalapa General Hospital, as violence between demonstrators and the military government was increasing, that same neighborhood became the site of a demonstration in which Burmese soldiers opened fire on civilians, including a number of children. Dr. Cynthia left Burma together with 14 colleagues and traveled through the jungle to Thailand, aiding the sick and injured along the way. She soon ended up at the Huay Kaloke refugee camp. 

Dr. Cynthia started a makeshift clinic in 1989, close to the town of Mae Sot, in order to help those suffering from the deteriorating situation within Burma. The clinic has since then grown to consist of several departments, such as a trauma department, blood and eyes laboratories, and a prosthetics department for land mine victims. Today, due to Dr. Cynthia and her colleagues’ effort, some 200 patients a day receive the care they so seriously need, all free of charge. In addition to basic health care, the clinic’s staff, which consist of five physicians, 140 health workers, and 100 support staff, provide such services as occupational training, health education and counseling, as well as housing for unaccompanied children, HIV/AIDS prevention education, and cultural and community events. The Clinic trains approximately 100 new health workers every year and offers internships to health workers from local communities.
By serving this refugee community, Dr. Cynthia provides a sense of hope to those suffering human rights abuses in Burma and around the world. Since 1962, Burma has witnessed two major crackdowns - in 1988 and in 2007. Yet, Dr. Cynthia’s spirit is not broken, and she continues to change the lives of her patients at the Mae Tao Clinic, as well as establish a sense of community among them.
Under Dr. Cynthia’s leadership, the Mae Tao Clinic’s goals are:
1. 
To provide health services for displaced Burmese populations along the

Thailand-Burma border.

2. 
To provide initial training of health workers and subsequent corollary medical education. 

3. 
To strengthen health information systems along the border. 

4. 
To improve health, knowledge, attitudes, and practices within local Burmese populations. 

5. 
To promote collaboration among local ethnic health organizations. 

6. 
To strengthen networking and partnering with international health professionals and institutions.

Dr. Cynthia was selected by a Final Review Board consisting of seven members from six countries. In addition to Taiwan Foundation for Democracy Chairman Wang Jin-pyng and Taiwan Foundation for Democracy President Lin Wen-cheng, the 2007 ADHRA Final Review Board members were Mr. Robert Ménard, founder and Secretary General of Reporters sans frontières, the winner of the 2006 ADHRA; Dr. Alex Boraine, Chairperson of the International Center for Transitional Justice and former Deputy Chair of the South African Truth and Reconciliation Commission; Dr. Nisuke Ando, current member and former Chairman of the United Nations Human Rights Committee; Mr. Carl Gershman, current President of the National Endowment for Democracy; and Ms. Asma Jahangir, Chairperson of the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan and Special Rapporteur of the UN Commission on Human Rights on Extrajudicial, Summary or Arbitrary Conditions. Ms. Jahangir was placed under house arrest in early November at her home in Lahore after Gen. Pervez Musharraf suspended the Constitution of Pakistan and imposed a state of emergency. 
The decision to grant the 2007 ADHRA to Dr. Cynthia is made particularly significant due to the recent violent crackdown by the Burmese military government. The TFD will invite Dr. Cynthia to Taiwan to receive the Award at a ceremony in Taipei on 13 December 2007. The TFD has invited President Chen Shui-bian to confer the Award on Dr. Cynthia personally. For more details about the ADHRA, please visit http://www.tfd.org.tw/english/HTML/ADHRA_2007_nomination.html. 
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